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proceeded to make preparations for his great
discovery. But first he wrote a dispatch to the
Emperor, dated January 20, 1513, after two
years of untiring work in his sovereign's service.
It is a document of the deepest interest,1 explain-
ing all that had been done, furnishing all the
information that had been collected, asking for
the supply of materials for shipbuilding, for
arms and reinforcements, and requesting that he
might be appointed Governor of the colony he
had created. Vasco Nunez sent an officer, named
Sebastian del Campo, in charge of the dispatch
and of 370 pesos de oro. This dispatch never
appears to have been answered. The only reply
was the dispatch of an incompetent malignant
old officer to supersede him, undo his excellent
work, and kill him.

It was on September 1, 1513, that Vasco
Nunez de Balboa set out from Darien on his
memorable expedition. Francisco Pizarro was
among his chosen companions. He went by sea
to the Port of Coiba where his father-in-law, the
chief Careta, had supplied him with guides, warriors,

1 It has been preserved in the Collections of Navarrete, torn iii.,
No. 5, p. 375. There is a translation in the Introduction to the
narrative of Pascual de Andagoya, printed for the Hakluyt
Society, 1865.